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A Fur Brain’s Analysis
Running shelter takes heart, funds and work

I always say there are cat people and 
there are dog people. And then are the fur 
brains, like me, who go both ways.

When I first joined the BAHS board of 
directors 15 years ago, I had no idea three 
shelter dogs -- Leonard, Captain Jack and 
Lola -- would steal my heart and my husband 
Mark’s side of the bed.

“You should have named all of them 
‘Foster,’” Mark says. “’Cause that’s how 
they all started out.”

“It could be worse,” I tease. “If you 
weren’t allergic to cats, we’d have a whole 
house full of them.” As it is, we have just 
one -- a former farm cat named Malcolm – 
and plenty of Kleenex for when he jumps in 
Mark’s lap.

“I didn’t sign up for this,” Mark says and 
sneezes.

Ahhh, but I did. In the fall of 2002, I was 
flying down the highway in heavy traffic 
when a very pregnant dog appeared along 
its shoulder. There was no way I could pull 
over. I would have been killed if I’d tried. So 
I drove on with tears in my eyes.

I called the Belleville Area Humane Society the very next day.
“What can I do to help your shelter?” I asked Carol Lesko, who served as board president at the time.

I couldn’t save the dog along the highway but I was determined to help others. There was no shortage of them, 
as I soon found out.

Hundreds of homeless dogs and cats pass through our facility every year. When BAHS began in 1959, 
volunteers raised funds through bake sales and garage sales. These days, our fund-raising efforts are a bit more 
sophisticated but we still rely on our generous supporters.

A nonprofit shelter, BAHS requires more than a half million dollars a year to stay afloat. One of our 
responsibilities is to find homes for “owner surrenders” -- dogs and cats whose owners, for whatever reason, can 
no longer care for them.

Maybe a family’s home is in foreclosure. (That’s how my one-eyed Shih Tzu, Captain Jack, found his way to 
the shelter.) Or maybe an elderly owner suffered a health crisis. (My feisty Chihuahua, Lola, came to BAHS in 
this way.) 

BAHS also pulls plenty of strays from St. Clair County Animal Control, which is how I acquired my spaniel 
mix, Leonard. (He’s the Woody Allen of dogs but I love him. We hot messes have to stick together.)

“Animals can’t speak for themselves so we have to speak for them,” Carol Lesko told me soon after I joined 
the BAHS board.

We also have to educate the public about the importance of spay and neuter and responsible pet ownership. 
To this end, BAHS has strengthened its education programs, reaching out to children and teenagers. Our 
volunteer and foster programs also are stronger than ever.

If you are looking for an opportunity to volunteer, look no further than your local animal shelter. And if you wish 
to make a charitable contribution this holiday season, please consider donating to BAHS.

I know firsthand that lives will be saved through your generosity. I owe my four-legged family to the shelter. 
Leonard, Captain Jack, and Lola would thank you if they could.

by Michelle Meehan Schrader
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A devoted BAHS volunteer, BJ Alcenius-Eberlein is no stranger to the yips and yaps of the shelter. But one 
particular squeal tugged at her heartstrings -- and drew her out of the back office to investigate.

“I went around the corner and here’s this woman, pulling these tiny babies out of a cardboard box,” recalled 
BJ, 56, of Belleville. “She pulled out the first two pups and they were cute. But the third one? He was timid and 
scared.”

He was also physically challenged. For BJ -- an Air Force veteran who battles her own disabilities -- it was love 
at first sight. 

“I named him Thunder,” she said, pulling out her cellphone to show off some videos. “Here he is wrestling with 
my other dog. His two front legs aren’t working -- one leg is a nub and the other is deformed -- but don’t tell him 
’cause he doesn’t know.”

What he does know is BJ’s unconditional love and the unwavering support of the animal welfare community.

“Thunder needs a wheelchair,” BJ said, “and already two organizations have stepped up to offer to pay for it.”

The Air Force vet adopted Thunder through Pets for Patriots, a program that pairs retired and active-duty military 
with hard-to-adopt shelter pets. She also adopted another BAHS alum -- a little dachshund she calls Peanut -- 
through the program.

“Peanut was found crawling across the road with her back legs paralyzed,” BJ recalled. “A truck driver saw her 
and stopped to help her. When no one could locate her owner, she found her way to us.”

With the help of steroids and water therapy, Peanut eventually regained her ability to walk. BAHS adoption 
counselor Casey Phillips was essential in the little dog’s recovery.

“Casey changed her diapers -- which she no longer needs -- and took her to therapy before I ever got her,” BJ 
said. “She did everything for Peanut and Peanut still remembers her.” 

Heartwarming stories like these make BAHS a great place to volunteer, BJ said.

“You can really make a difference, no matter what you’re able to contribute. Some people are able to walk 
animals. Some people like to help clean. They also need people who garden or want to help with education 
programs or maintenance work, you name it.” 

BJ is the Bomb! 
Veteran gives heart, home to special animals
by Michelle Meehan Schrader
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And then there is the clerical work – something BJ excels at.

“That’s what I did before I left the military,” said the veteran, who took medical retirement when scar tissue 
developed around her sciatic nerve following surgery.

“When I came walking into BAHS with a cane, I thought, ‘What can they find for me to do? I can’t walk dogs. I 
can’t do physical cleaning. I have trouble standing or sitting for any length of time.’ But they put me to work and 
I’ve been busy ever since.”

According to BAHS director Katie Nelson, the shelter won the lottery when BJ showed up.

“Having a veteran here is so special,” Nelson said. “BJ is an extremely conscientious worker and a true joy to 
spend time with. We all joke that she is in command if the Program Director or I are not at the shelter. The truth 
is, I trust her that much. 

“I think the fact she has adopted these special animals says a lot about her, too. She looks at them with love and 
realizes their disabilities don’t define them. We’re just so lucky she walked through our door.”

Tiffany gets a promotion
Shelter cat claws her way to the top
by Michelle Meehan Schrader

Enter Knipp Roofing and Exteriors in Belleville.

“When it gets cold at outside, the little ‘mouses’ are scampering around looking to find warmth,” explained the 
business’ owner Sandy Haggerty. “I told my husband, ‘You know what? We need to see about getting a cat to 
guard the place.’”

So Sandy and her stepson, JB, stopped by BAHS this fall to see if such a cat was available.

“I walked in and told Mandi, ‘I’m looking for an older cat to be an office cat and a mouser,’” Sandy recalled. “She 
said, ‘I have the perfect cat for you!’ Before she could even point Tiffany out to me, I saw her. She looked exactly 
like Wilson, the coolest cat I ever had. It was love at first sight.”

Tiffany’s office experience was also a plus.

“She walked right in like she owned the place,” Sandy’s husband, John said, proudly. “Now she’ll hop up on the 
desk when the guys come in and they’ll all pet her.”

Soon after taking over Sandy’s office chair, Tiffany let everyone know who’s boss.

“When she wants to be petted, she’ll give you a nibble and a lick,” JB said, rubbing her head. “When she’s tired 
of being petted, she’ll give you a nip. It’s like she’s saying, ‘OK, done with you!’

“She also likes to rub her face on my pen and then, she’ll grab it and run away with it. She’s the office jokester.”

And a very hard worker, to boot.

“We haven’t noticed any mice or droppings since we got her,” Sandy said. “A side benefit is she entertains us. 
We’d love her whether she caught mice or not. You couldn’t ask for a better cat.”

Tiffany the Cat was adopted and returned to the shelter -- not once 
but twice. The staff finally figured out the whole “lap cat” persona just 
wasn’t her thing. She needed a job. Something with structure.

And so they put her to work.

“She was a great office cat,” recalled BAHS volunteer coordinator 
Mandi Graham, who worked with the tabby behind the front desk. 
“She guarded the safe. She’d lay on it with her paw hanging over it.”

Alas, office duty alone was not fulfilling enough for 5-year- old Tiffany.
Tiffany crunches the numbers
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Carol’s Corner
Carol’s Corner is named for former BAHS president Carol Lesko, who has devoted years to bettering the lives 
of animals. We honor people who really go the extra mile for our shelter in Carol’s Corner

“I remember I sent Isaiah in to get Copper out of his kennel. Copper ran through the little ‘guillotine door’ into the 
outside part of the kennel and I thought, ‘Oh, no, what now?’ But Isaiah just crawled through the little opening. 
He crawled through to coax out this dog who was so scared he intrigued us both.”

After 10 hours of volunteering, the Lykes opted to join the shelter’s Best Friends ‘til Forever program, serving 
as Copper’s advocates. A devoted group of volunteers, each BFtF signs on to take a particular dog or cat to 
adoption events, accompany them on fun outings and attend classes with them if needed.

Copper didn’t need obedience training. But he did need help with socialization.

“One of our favorite things to do as a family was to take Copper to White Cottage (Ice Cream Parlor) for Scooby 
Treats,” Jenn Lyke said. “And we’d take him to baseball tournaments to get him out and around people.”

Caring for Copper
Shy dog finds his Best Friends ’til Forever
by Michelle Meehan Schrader

Jenn Lyke never intended to fall hard for a dog. She was a 
cat person, after all. A cat person who was only volunteering 
at BAHS to help her son, Isaiah, complete his community 
service hours for Confirmation.

“We tend to wait till the last minute to do things,” admitted 
Jenn of Belleville. “Isaiah needed to get his 20 hours 
completed in a very short time.”

Too young by BAHS standards to volunteer alone, he 
needed his mother to volunteer with him. “We were there 
two days in a row,” Jenn remembered. “You can only spend 
so many hours playing with cats before you think, ‘Maybe 
I’ll go walk a dog.’”

That dog was a chocolate Lab mix named Copper. Big and 
shy, he was having a hard time finding a forever home.

After becoming Copper’s BFtF’s, the Lyke’s stayed on long after Isaiah’s 
service hours were completed. They made videos of Copper to share on 
Facebook and at one point Jenn’s youngest son, Andrew won a BAHS 
raffle – generously returning $200 back to the shelter.

To call them great volunteers would be an understatement.

Eventually, Copper found his forever home with Mark and Susan Imboden 
of Jacksonville, IL.

“We’ve stayed in touch with his new family and they are absolutely great,” 
Jenn said. “They love him as much as we do. That brought the experience 
full circle -- to see Copper go to this wonderful home.

“As my kids get older, I know this is something we will always look back on 
and cherish. When you do 20 hours of community service for Confirmation, 
you think you’re just checking a box. But for us, this might be the very best 
experience we’ve ever had as a family.”

The Lyke family and Copper

Copper getting ice cream 
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BAHS 2017 Events Round-up
Wine for Whiskers
Throngs of supporters turned out September 7th to raise a glass to our four-legged friends. Sipping wine on the 
grounds of the Weingarten in Belleville, Wine for Whiskers’ guests enjoyed a meal catered by Fletcher’s Kitchen 
and Tap, live music, a restaurant gift card raffle and more. That “more” came in the form of several adoptable 
kittens that made a special appearance to everyone’s delight. A purrrfect evening by everyone’s standards!

Bags for Wags
Held May 1st at 1818 Chophouse in O’Fallon, the second annual Bags for 
Wags had purse-and-pooch lovers flocking to bid on dozens of designer 
handbags. A catered meal, silent auction and nearly $10,000 worth of 
designer purses helped make this sold-out event the hottest ticket of the 
spring. Our next Bag for Wags is scheduled for Monday, April 30th. We look 
forward to seeing you there!

Race for Rescues
A runaway crowd of approximately 400 people turned 
out for our 7th annual Race for Rescues 5K run. The 
race, which also featured a one-mile fun walk, was held 
on April 23rd at Belleville Township High School West. 
Over-all race winners -- Andrew Rains and his dog, 
Vixen -- won with a time of 18:03. The pair also won the 
race last year – so they are the ones to beat!

Howl’oween Pet Parade
Wiener dogs donned hot dog buns and Great Danes rocked frilly pink tutus to 
help make our 5th annual Howl’oween Pet Parade a Spooktacular success. 
More than 250 costumed pets and their people took part in the family-friendly 
event, which ended with a costume contest and block party along East Main 
Street in Belleville. Special thanks to our parade sponsor Seven Restaurant 
of Belleville and kudos to three-time, best-of-show costume winner, Mikey 
Velazquez, of Belleville, whose standard poodles, Shiloh and Vegas, were 
intricately shaved and painted to look like a zebra and a giraffe.

Glo Bingo
Get your glow on! On November 17th, hundreds of BAHS supporters donned 
glow-in-the-dark attire to attend our sold-out Glo Bingo, held beneath black 
lights at Bel-Air Bowl in Belleville. Wielding fluorescent bingo daubers, 
players enjoyed music, games, a basket raffle and the emceeing talents 
of Captain Bingo – AKA Denny Tribout, of Belleville. If you’re looking for an 
out-of-this-world experience, stay tuned for our next Glo Bingo to be held 
February 2nd at Bel-Air Bowl. Register online at bahspets.org/events.

Parade supporters and their pup

Race for Rescue participants 
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The path to rescue starts with you! BAHS has been a cornerstone of the Metro-East animal rescue community 
for over 50 years. Leave a legacy for yourself, your business, your pets or your loved one by sponsoring a 
sidewalk brick. A mark of your generosity will be on display for everyone who walks into our shelter on two 
legs or four. Please call BAHS to place your order at (618) 235-3712. 

1. A 4”x8”x2” brick with 1-3 lines of text $100
2. A 8”x8”x2” brick with 1-5 lines of text $200
3. A 8”x8”x2” brick with 3”x5” logo $250
4. A 48”x16” granite bench (limited number) $1,600

*Tax Deductible Donation
*Proceeds benefit the Belleville Area Humane Society

Sponsor A Brick

BAHS 2018 Event Calendar
•	 Friday, February 2  Glo Bingo at Bel-Air Bowl

•	 Sunday, April 22   Race for Rescues 5K at Belleville West High School

•	 Monday, April 30   Bags for Wags at the St. Clair Country Club

•	 July, TBA    Ice Cream Social at Dog Day Afternoon

•	 Thursday, September 13 Wine for Whiskers at the Weingarten

•	 Sunday, October 28  Howl’oween Pet Parade in Downtown Belleville

•	 Friday, November 2  Glo Bingo at Bel-Air Bowl 

•	 December 1, 8, 15  Santa Pics at the Shelter from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

 

It’s That Time Again!
Santa Paws poses with pooches and kitties
Pull out your Christmas sweater! Pet photos will 
be taken with Santa from 11 a.m. till 3 p.m. the 
first three Saturdays in December at the Belleville 
Area Humane Society, 1301 South 11th Street in 
Belleville. In the past everything from dogs and cats 
to chickens and rabbits have dropped by the shelter 
to pose with the jolly old elf. Human family members 
are invited to join in the fun. Photos cost $10 and 
include a frame. All proceeds will benefit BAHS.
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BAHS 2017 Staff Yearbook

Human: Katie Kettler
Foster Coordinator
Fur Baby: Butterbean

Human: Casey Phillips
Adoption Counselor
Fur Baby: Walter

Human: Edward Jones
Animal Handler
Fur Baby: Ravi

Human: Jenni Waeltz
Medical Coordinator
Fur Baby: Walter

Human: Jo Ann Buettner 
Business Manager
Fur Baby: Rodeo

Human: Tammy Allen
Veterinarian Technician
Fur Baby: Gracie

Human: Katie Nelson
Executive Director
Fur Baby: Delphine

Human: Kurt Blaes
Adoption Counselor
Fur Baby: Fritz

Human: Mandi Graham
Volunteer Coordinator
Fur Baby: Sweetie

Human: Melissa Janes
Marketing Coordinator
Fur Baby: Tatiana

Human: Shoshana Mostoller
Program Director
Fur Baby: Howdy
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Officers

Susan Skinner, President
David Padgett,Vice President
Shelly Korves, Secretary
Julie Frerichs, Treasurer

Noelle Miles, D.V.M.
Kathy Simmons
Tricia Tialdo
Michelle Meehan Schrader
Mickie Mahoney
Steve Seibert
Kristina Boron

Board of Directors

1301 S. 11th St.
Belleville, IL 62226
(618) 235-3712
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The dogs and cats at BAHS would like to thank 
Print Master for their generosity during this holiday 

season. We pawsitively love this newsletter and 
think everyone who reads it will love it too. 
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