Santa Paws is Coming to Town!

Wagging Tails

Pet photos with Santa benefit shelter
Pet photos with Santa will be taken from 11 a.m. till 3 p.m. every Saturday in
December until Christmas at Tribout’s, located at 517 South Illinois
Street in Belleville.
Get your pet’s photo taken alone or with other four-legged or twolegged family members. Photos cost $10 and all proceeds benefit
the animals at BAHS. We also will be
selling our T-shirts – which
make really cute stocking
stuffers. See you soon!

Christmas 2014

Dear Friends of the Belleville Area Humane Society:

President:
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2014 has been a big year for BAHS. We’ve found homes for over 700 dogs and
cats and continue to work with our community to provide education and information
for the proper care and medical treatment of dogs and cats.
We’ve proudly served our community for over 50 years – and we look forward to
the next 50 years but we need your help.
We rely solely on the generosity of our community to stay in business. Without
your support, we couldn’t continue to operate.
Some numbers to think about:
•
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We are 100% donor funded.

• BAHS spends over $640,000 a year to keep our doors open. That’s each and
every year and we rely on the generosity of our community for these funds. We’re
not a government-run organization and without your support, we couldn’t keep our
doors open.
• $375: the average amount it costs BAHS to house, feed and medically treat an
animal in our care until they find their forever home.
• $150-$175: our adoption fees for dogs. This includes the animals’ spay/neuter,
microchip, heartworm test and vaccinations.
• $50: our adoption fee for cats. Which also includes spay/neuter, microchip, feline
leukemia test and vaccinations.
We realize that losing money on every adoption isn’t a sound business model, but
we’re not here to make money. We’re here to simply serve our community and find
every animal a home.
We need your help though and there are many ways you can make a real
difference.
Volunteer your time, become a BAHS foster family, “like” us on Facebook, attend
our events, donate supplies and always consider BAHS or another shelter when
looking for a new pet. Please consider BAHS when planning your estate or yearly
charitable donations.
Each and every one of these things make a huge difference and we ask you to give
in any way you can – especially during the holidays. It’s been our honor to serve the
animals in our community and together we can continue to make a difference in our
shared mission to find a forever family for every homeless animal in our community.
Respectfully,
Susan Skinner,
Board president, BAHS
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BAHS Joins Blues in Campaign for Animal Welfare
By Tricia Tialdo
nimal lovers and welfare organizations across
the globe, including BAHS, united on Thursday,
September 25th for the second annual Remember Me
Thursday Global Awareness Campaign. During the event,
candles were lit on the exact same day across the
world to light up the night for orphaned pets and help
extinguish pet euthanasia everywhere. BAHS was proud
to take part in this important campaign.
The same evening, representatives from our
shelter joined the St. Louis Blues and captain David
Backes when they hosted the Columbus Blue Jackets
for Remember Me Thursday at Scottrade Center.
Fans attending the game were able to stop by the pet
adoption area to meet pets from eight area shelters
that were available for adoption. Fans were also invited
to sign the Remember Me Thursday banner.
Backes and his wife Kelly are the founders of
Athletes for Animals. This non-profit organization
is a team of professional athletes with a passion for
rescuing and protecting the welfare of homeless pets.
The Backes’ dedication to animals was also
evident earlier in September when the couple and Blues
David Backes gets a kiss from
player Barrett Jackman attended PetSmart’s National
BAHS alum Smitty
Adoption Weekend held in the parking lot of the
Belleville PetSmart.  As representatives of Athletes
for Animals, Backes and Jackman took turns in a dunking booth to raise money for local shelters.
Billed as “Dunk for Dogs,” the event was great fun for everyone involved. David Backes even
took time to pose with fans and a few shelter dogs afterward, including some four-legged BAHS
alumni who have since been adopted. Thank you David Backes and the St. Louis Blues!

A

BAHS’s beloved pooch
Miles shows off his
diving skills at “Splash
for Rescues 2014” held
at Eckert’s Farms in
Belleville this summer.
Miles is currently
available for adoption.
BAHS would like to
extend a huge thank you
to Camp Bow Wow in
Swansea for sponsoring
“Splash” and for being
one of our most generous
supporters.

The Whited
Family
Meet the Whited Family
(Christian with parents Rob
and Tammy), folks who have
been volunteering with us
nearly every week for over
two years. If you stop by
the shelter on a Saturday,
you can usually find them
walking dogs, socializing
cats, handing out homebaked treats, or helping
out with one of our events.
With a large fur family of
their own, they still take
time to donate their time to
the animals who need them
The Whiteds pose with a pup.
most. In their own words:
“We enjoy volunteering
because of the situation that the animals are in. It is no fault of theirs that they are in a shelter, and
those dogs and cats need love and attention just like all the others that have homes. Even if we only
come out there once a week, whoever we take out, we make sure they get lots of kisses and love!”
The Whiteds have a special place in their hearts for our Pit Bull residents.
“As far as favorites go, our all time favorite was Tyson, the blue nose Pit. Talk about a poster boy
for what wonderful dogs Pit Bulls are! He was loving and always happy to see us coming for a visit. He
was one of the many Pit Bulls that changed our thinking on what a great breed they are. Of course,
the other favorite was Mel. We liked calling him Melvin because he was so goofy!”
The Whiteds know our animals as well as we do, and are tireless in their work for BAHS. We
couldn’t be more thankful to have their support!
“We love coming out to the shelter. The staff is wonderful and so helpful, and it is nice to see how
much they love the animals! BAHS is a great place to volunteer at.”
Please help us send a GIGANTIC thank you to Rob, Tammy, and Christian (as well as daughter Elise
who also volunteers) for everything they do!
-Melissa Janes

Stormy the Cat Could be Purrrfect for you

Carol’s Corner
Carol’s Corner is named for former BAHS president, Carol Lesko, who has devoted years to
bettering the lives of animals. We honor people who really go that extra mile for BAHS in
Carol’s Corner.

Jon and Jan Gettys
BAHS is fortunate to have fantastic volunteers, but few
are as dedicated as Jon and Jan Gettys. True animal lovers,
they contribute their experience and skills in different but
equally important ways.
Jan Gettys is on the board of The Four Hearts
Foundation, an organization whose mission includes spaying
and neutering area animals at a low cost. Together with the
other members of Four Hearts, she has helped fight the
stray population and offered assistance to low income fur
families.
“Jan is passionate about spay/neuter,” says Dr. Noelle
Ruth Miles, veterinarian with BAHS, Four Hearts, and MonClair Animal Hospital. “She’s a very dynamic person.” Jan
brings her energy into the workplace as well, championing
charity efforts at Thompson Coburn LLP. She and her
colleagues recently spent the day helping to clean the
shelter from top-to-bottom while socializing our dogs and
cats.
Meanwhile, Jon Gettys has brought BAHS into the
homes of thousands by designing our website, hooking us up
to Petfinder, and responding to frequent requests for help
Jon Gettys with Little Man.
with the tech that keeps the shelter moving day in and day
out.
“His patience is unbelievable considering how often we solicit him for his IT expertise,” says
Beverly Mikel, manager of BAHS. “He always responds quickly and never asks for anything in return
except an opportunity to foster.”
It would be hard to estimate how many lives Jon has saved by bringing our web presence into
the modern day, but he and his company, Novatec, have been a huge part of the improvement in our
adoption numbers and donations.
Together, The Gettys have also DJ’d our events and fostered our animals. Their current muttin-residence is the feisty Little Man, nicknamed Sparky, who loves to take motorcycle rides with his
foster dad.
Thank you, Jan and Jon, for everything you do!

By Beverly Mikel
You’ve heard that saying, “There’s a storm a-comin’.”  
Well, that’s exactly what happened at the shelter last September when we took in a precious blue-grey feline named
Stormy.  
About eight weeks earlier, starving and almost hairless,
Stormy showed up at the home of a woman we’ll call Grandma Gorley. Grandma cared for her until her coat came back
and she gained some weight. Affectionately dubbing the
cat Ella, the elderly woman allowed her to stay indoors
when she found out she was front-declawed.
While waiting for a space to become available at the
shelter, she took Ella to Mon-Clair Animal Hospital and
found she was also micro-chipped. Great news since we
hoped we would be able to locate the owner!  While we
were researching the chip number, the good folks at Mon-Clair were doing the same and found out
that the cat actually was chipped to one of their clients. Unfortunately, they were not able to take
her back -- even after having her for over 12 years. So Stormy, which was her real name, came to live
with us at the shelter.
But, hopefully, not for long.
Stormy is a tall, slim blue beauty with bright yellow eyes, and although she is an older cat, she is a
very active, happy-go-lucky girl. She is a big talker and has a cute little croaky voice. When the handlers play with her, she rolls on her back and reaches out to them with her paws. But a senior cat, like
a senior human, wants and needs a place they can live in comfort for the rest of their lives.  And while
we here at the shelter always strive to make it a happy loving place for our cats and dogs, nothing
beats getting out of a cage and going into a home.
Shelter pets will do everything to please their new families.   We guarantee if you adopt Stormy
she will return your love tenfold!

-Melissa Janes

Thank you to the Lashley family for sponsoring Adopt-A-Fair at Sam’s Club in O’Fallon in August.
Following the event, Dr. David Lashley D.V.M. and Country Estate Kennel each donated $250 to
the Belleville Area Humane Society. Pictured are BAHS representatives Tricia Tialdo and Susan
Skinner with Chris, Pam and Dr. David Lashley.

2015 BAHS CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Our staff and residents recently
donned holiday apparel for these
festive photos. Many of the
dogs and cats in these pictures
are still looking for their furever
homes. From our family to
yours, Merry Christmas!
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1. Allison Shadwick with Blossom
2. Beverly Mikel with Nora
3. Brooke Thoele with Sophia
4. Casey Phillips with Warden
5. Cassie DeHart with Cassie
6. Jennifer Waeltz with Champ
7. Jessica Huitron with Charming
8. Julie Grady with Sheba
9. Bre Procasky with Myrtle
10. Cheryl Dorman and Kelsie
11. Amanda Graham and Cali Wilson
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January 3

New Year for the Strays at Renaissance Grand Hotel

February 7

Cosmic Bingo at Bel-Air Bowl in Belleville

March 28

Doggy Easter Egg Hunt TBA

May 3

Chip ’n Dip at Camp Bow Wow in Swansea

September 10

Wine for Whiskers at the Weingarten in Belleville

October 4

Race for Rescues 5K at Belleville West High School

October 25

Howl'oween Pet Parade downtown Belleville

November 7

Cosmic Bingo TBA

December 5, 12, 19

Santa Paws Pet Pictures at Tribout’s in Belleville

“Paws” for the Holidays!
Reply
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Looking for the perfect gift for that hard-to-shop-for animal lover in your family? Aunt Mary
may not need another pretty scarf – but the cats and dogs at BAHS can always use food and toys,
not to mention spays and neuters!
Why not try BAHS’s new “Paws for the Holidays” program? Just access our website at www.
bahspets.com and click on “Events” to give your loved one the gift of helping a shelter animal in
need. The two-legged recipient of your gift will receive a postcard notifying them that you donated
to the shelter in their name – while the four-legged recipient of your gift will be furever
grateful!
To add to the festiveness, we will
include your loved one’s name in a
Christmas display that will decorate the
shelter walls this holiday season.
If you would like to purchase a gift
through “Paws for the Holidays” in
person, just stop by BAHS, located
at 1301 South 11th Street in
Belleville.
Aside from our website,
www.bahspets.com, you can
access “Paws for the Holidays”
through Facebook. So if you
haven’t already, please “Like”
the Belleville Area Humane
Society page today!

Race for Rescues 2014
Thank you to everyone who laced up his shoes
-- and toughened up his paws -- to turn out for
BAHS’s 4th annual Race for Rescues!  Held each
October, this unique event times both humans and
their canine companions, awarding prizes to top
finishers. A great time was had by all our twolegged and four-legged participants.

We were again awed as Joe Byrne and his
dog, Dude, who finished first overall for the
second year in a row with a time of 18:22.
BAHS is especially fond of our events that
include the dogs.  It’s not about who finishes
first or even if you complete it at all.  It’s about  
spending a great morning with your furry friend
who admires and loves you unconditionally.

Race for Rescues 2014 SPONSORS
Carol House Furninture • Tribout Carnival Bingo Party • Peace by Piece
Camp Bow Wow • Dog Day Afternoon • Kurrus Funeral Home • Mon-Clair Animal Hospital
Padgett Building & Remodeling • The Tialdo Team • Gregory J. Simmons, M.D. • Four Paws Animal Hospital
Bob Trentman, County Board • Effinger Garden Center • Seven Restaurant & Lounge
Underwood Chiropractic

Lovely Lolita
Energetic Canine wins hearts, hugs and awards
By Michelle Meehan Schrader
olita was a hellion. Boasting more chutzpah than dog’s
twice size, the 40-pound pooch with soft brown eyes ran
circles around the other pups at BAHS.
“She loved all the other dogs,” recalled Lolita’s owner,
Kelsey Tipton, 27, of O’Fallon. “But she did play a little
rough with them. If there were two dogs playing, she’d have
to be the one in charge. She had a little energy problem.”
And so it was that Lolita came to be fostered at
Camp Bow Wow, a doggy daycare and boarding facility in
Belleville. The plan was for Lolita – who had been picked up
by Animal Control with an embedded collar before being
rescued by BAHS -- to receive much-needed socialization
in a place where she could get plenty of exercise. Along
the way, she won the heart of Camp Bow Wow’s assistant
manager, Kelsey, and the kind of amazing life we wish for all
of our energetic alum.
“I just thought she was adorable,” Kelsey recalled. “We
took her to the dog park and she was such a goofball, such
a fanatic. She would go over to the smaller dogs and barrel
roll them. Nobody I worked with liked her. She was always
making a mess, always spilling water or peeing in her cabin.
“I could tell right away how smart she was,” Kelsey
Lolita is a winner.
added. “She was causing trouble because she was bored. If
you’d put her in her cabin during lunch she would bark and
bark till she got your attention. To her, bad attention was better than no attention at all.”
Today, Lolita not only receives attention but awards. After working with her for five months at
Camp Bow Wow, Kelsey, who was still grieving over the loss of her elderly Lab, Cody, was able to take
Lolita home. And that is when Lolita’s life as an athlete began.
“We started our agility course training in March 2013,” said Kelsey, who works with Lolita at Dog
Sports at Kim’s in Caseyville. “I thought, ‘This dog is going to be a monster in agility and she is.’”
Lolita quickly moved up into advanced classes and, to date, has received awards in both the
distance and timed course novice disc categories, as well as having achieved two qualifying runs in
novice standard agility and one in novice jumper’s agility.
Not the German shepherd-Rottweiler mix she originally was thought to be, Lolita is now in the
process of being registered as an Australian Kelpie. Her registered name is La Femme Lolita.
“It takes a lot of time to train,” Kelsey said. “People often buy dogs from breeders that are bred
specifically for that purpose. They’ll start agility training with puppies at eight weeks old. Lolita was a
year-and-a-half when we started. She is four now and she is doing amazing things.
“I’ve had strangers come up to me and say, ‘That dog is going to be really, really good.’ I say, ‘I know.
I saw that from the beginning.’”
Like Kelsey, the Belleville Area Humane Society could not be prouder of our successful alumna.
“Lolita is great,” said BAHS board member Shelly Korves. “And Kelsey is the epitome of a great dog
owner. She puts into practice what we tell people: ‘You get what you put into these dogs.’ Lolita is
really, really smart and Kelsey recognized that. She didn’t just write her off as overly-energetic. She
gave her something to do. She identified her talents and her intelligence and she worked with her.
They are such an amazing team.”

L

Wine for Whiskers sets record for attendance
By Kathy Simmons
Neither sleet, nor rain, nor gloom of
night could keep guests from the “Wine for
Whiskers” gala on Thursday, Sept. 11th. No
matter the dreary weather and unseasonably
cold temperatures, the fourth annual “Wine for
Whiskers” at The Weingarten in Belleville was
the largest gala in the Belleville Area Humane
Society’s history.
Over 325 people made the scene to benefit
the cats and dogs of the shelter. The outdoor
heat lamps, tents and indoor seating made the
cool evening more palatable and kept the guests
protected from the high winds.
“If attendance and dollars raised are any
indication, no one seemed to mind the cold
temps at all,” said BAHS president Susan
Skinner. “We are so grateful to our supporters
who come out to help us no matter what the
temperatures.”
Over the years, WFW weather has run the
gamut.

“At our second annual ‘Wine for Whiskers,’
the thermometer hit 110 degrees,” said BAHS
board member Michelle Meehan Schrader, who
co-chaired the event with fellow board member
Kathy Simmons. “Still, our wonderful supporters
came out for us. They always do. Animal lovers are
a devoted bunch.”
The beautiful setting and delicious wine made
for a lovely evening.
“Perhaps the best thing about this year was
all of our adoptable animals in attendance found
their forever homes,” Simmons said, noting
several BAHS four-legged residents were in
attendance.
The evening included a silent auction featuring
designer purses, jewelry and holiday décor, among
other items, and an Italian buffet catered by
Papa Vito’s in Belleville and DJs spinning music all
evening long.
The 2015 “Wine for Whiskers” is set for
Thursday, September 10th so mark it our your
calendars!

Adopt Don’t Shop: Bring us Home for the Holidays!

Gypsy
Age 4
Champ
Age 9

Minnie
Age 10

Coraline
Age 1

Sophie
Age 1

Mugsly
Age 1

Howl’oween Pet Parade 2014
A three-legged dog dressed as a pirate, a horse decked out as a unicorn and a nanny goat led by
a cowgirl were just a few of the animals that came out to march in our Howl’oween Pet Parade. More
than 100 pets and four times as many people reveled in the Spooktacular holiday as they marched the
9-block route along Belleville’s West Main Street on a blustery October Sunday.
Prizes were awards in a variety of categories, including best group, best sports costume, cutest
costume and most original costume. A DJ, face-painting and a free photo booth added to the party
atmosphere at the end of parade route.
Generously sponsored by Dog Day Afternoon pet grooming in Belleville to benefit BAHS, this
delightful event was a hit with both kids and adults. So look for it to return next year!

