
Moved, they put down their tea, picked up the dog, and set about creating a grassroots organization dedicated 

to helping animals in need.

 

Sixty years ago, animal welfare wasn’t a blip on the radar in St. Clair County. Things were about to change.

 

“Those ladies put an ad in the paper looking for volunteers,” recalls Carol Lesko, who was a girl at the time. 

“Only two people responded. One of them was my father, John Bodenburg, and the other was a school teacher 

named Inez Uphoff.”

 

Carol, who grew up to serve as the organization’s president, says she never forgot those early days.

 

“Back when the Belleville Area Humane Society started, we kept the animals in our homes. We held bake sales

and garage sales to make money to feed them and take care of them.”

 

Fast forward 60 years - a grassroots, foster-based organization has become a non-profit shelter located on 

several donated acres in unincorporated Belleville. BAHS has grown and evolved and its mission has expanded

to include:
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Happy 60th anniversary, BAHS!
If the animals could talk, they would surely say thank you.

But your kudos come in the form of saved lives - thousands

of them over the last six decades.

 

These days, in addition to saving animals, BAHS also educates

the public, provides low-cost spay/neuter clinics, and offers

assistance to pet owners in need. To appreciate how far the

organization has come, we must first look at where it began: 

on a Belleville front porch back in 1959.

 

That’s where two neighbors - Georgianna Frick and Rene

Brandenburger - sat sipping sweet tea, when a sickly, stray 

dog wandered into the yard. 

"Your generous donations make all of our services possible,” explained BAHS president, Shelly Korves. “Today

we also help low-income families care for the dogs and cats they love. One of our goals is to help keep

families together with their pets, because pets are part of the family.”

 

As the holiday season fast approaches, we ask that you consider making a donation to our shelter. With your

help, we will be in business another sixty years. The animals would thank you if they could!

Official formation of BAHS - Jan. 1, 1959

Founding volunteer, Inez Uphoff

Low-cost spay/neuter, microchip and vaccine clinics

Emergency vet bill assistance for low-income pet owners

A monthly pet pantry for low-income pet owners

Training classes for community animals

Trap, neuter, return (TNR) clinics for community cats

A junior education summer program for ages 7 to 13

 

As was the case in 1959, BAHS relies on devoted volunteers to keep

everything running smoothly. Today, we also have a trained staff

that includes co-directors, adoption counselors, a veterinary

technician, and a part-time business manager.
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 Thank you for your support!

WHAT CAN A DONATION DO?
$15 = 1 TRAINING LEASH
 
$50 = 1 GALLON OF RESCUE           
 
 
$125 = VETTING FOR ONE
 
 
$300 = TREATMENT FOR ONE

KENNEL CLEANER

HEALTHY RESCUE ANIMAL

HEARTWORM POSITIVE DOG

EVENT CALENDER

2019
BY THE

NUMBERS

447 PET
ADOPTIONS

TNR
SURGERIES 375 LOW COST COMMUNITY

SPAY/NEUTERS

338 PETS SERVED BY
VACCINE &
MICROCHIP CLINICS

471 ANIMALS 
TAKEN IN

332 ANIMALS SERVED BY
THE ARCHFORD PET
RESOURCE PANTRY

3,380 POUNDS OF PET FOOD GIVEN
TO COMMUNITY ANIMALS

137

Feb 8 - Glo Bingo

Apr 19 - Race for Rescues

Apr TBA - Easter Egg Hunt

May 4 - Bags for Wags

Jun TBA - Membership Drive

Jul TBA - Ice Cream Social

Aug 1 - Shelter Slumber PAWty

Sept 17 - Wine  for Whiskers

Oct 18 - Howl'oween Pet Parade

Nov 13 - Glo Bingo

Dec TBA - Pictures with Santa


